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True or False? Only the wealthy can make

a significant gift to NYSACCME.

FALSE! Interestingly, the
wealthy are less likely than
others to give. Many of our
supporters are not wealthy,
but are interested in making
a sizeable donation to sup-
port

efforts in  Medico-Legal
Death Investigation Educa-
tion. But to be practical,
they must maintain their cur-
rent income and cash flow

levels. They want to give,

but aren’t

wisely. A planned gift to

Volume I, Issue 22

NYSACCME is a wonderful
way to make a difference in
the Educational efforts of
your organization while also
enhancing your own finan-
cial and estate plans. Be-

NY S ACCMquests, trusts, gifts of life

insurance, and retirement
assets—these giving vehicles
can benefit you regardless of
your level of wealth. And,
with a planned gift, you will
have the satisfaction of

ture of Forensic Science.
Why not remember NYSAC-
CME in your will or estate
planning or with an outright
donation now, to ensure that
your interests in NYSAC-
CME will endure through the
years. Your attorney and/or
financial advisor can help you
with the options available to
you. NYSACCME is a Not-
for-Profit Organization and
your gift is tax deductible.

knowing that you have truly ¢ Thank you.

made a difference in the fu-
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Show me the
manner in which
a nation or com-
munity cares for

its dead and I

will measure

with
mathematical
exactness the
tender
sympathies of
its people, their
respect for the
law of the land
and their loyalty
to high ideals.
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When Things Change...

We all have certain fears. Whether the fear of the
unknown, the fear of something going terribly
wrong, the fear of trying something new...fear is
fear. For most of us, the fear of change is univer-
sal. It takes the comfortableness out of our lives
and puts us in a place of unfamiliarity. Organiza-
tions are no different. A group of individuals who
are charged with the responsibility of running
things for the good of the group, (Board of Direc-
tors) gets ensconced in the familiar over time.
They move from one topic to another, seemingly
to almost intuitively know how the other members
of the Board are going to react. They work to-
gether, have open dialogues and sometimes dis-
agree. They become a special family within a
family. | say it all the time, NYSACCME is a fam-
ily! My fellow officers and Board members are
too, a family. That special family within a family is
a committed group of people who truly care about
the direction and purpose of NYSACCME. We
meet 4 times each year and do our best to keep
NYSACCME moving forward and to increase the
availability of the latest and greatest education to
the member that is available. As President of
NYSACCME, I'm always looking ahead to the
‘what if aspect of the position. | try to position our
‘family’ to make the best choice without too much
change and without instilling too much fear into
the membership. Well my friends, change is upon
us. Warren Riles, one of the founding members
of NYSACCME, has retired as Chautauqua
County Coroner. With his retirement and per our
By-Laws, he must also resign from the position of
1st Vice President...which he has done. Gordon
Terry, has retired from his position as Otsego
County Coroner and he too, must also resign his
position as an At-Large Board of Directors mem-
ber. In filling those voids on the Board, I've made
the following appointments for the betterment of
NYSACCME as | looked forward trying to position
us for greater involvement in various legislation
and training in the area of Medicolegal Death In-
vestigation and Forensic Science. | have asked

Dr. Blanche Borzell, Schuyler Chief Coroner, to
resign her position as 2nd VP and accept the
appointment as 1st VP to serve out the remain-
der of the term vacated by Warren. | have
asked Dr. Robert Cole, Steuben County Coro-
ner, to fill the remainder of the term as 2nd VP
vacated by Dr. Borzell. I've asked Brian May,
Steuben County Coroner, to serve out the re-
mainder of the term formerly held by Dr. Cole.
And, I've asked Whitney Meeker, Cortland
County Coroner, to serve out the remainder of
the term vacated by Gordon. All replacement
Officers and Board members are familiar faces
and regular attendees of our conferences. | am
confident that their expertise, wisdom and new
ideas will do nothing but propel NYSACCME
forward and keep us on the cutting edge of not
only training, but in protocols for practice and
ultimately, finding answers for the people and
families we serve. In this case, | believe,
change is good...have no fear, and THANK
YOU to Warren and Gordon for your years of
selfless service to NYSACCME. And THANK
YOU to Blanche, Bob, Brian and Whitney for
accepting the challenge and making the commit-
ment to further advance the purpose of our be-
loved organization. And THANK YOU, to all of
you...the members of NYSACCME, for trusting
your leadership and for continuing to support
NYSACCME with your membership and your
attendance at our educational conferences.
Happy Holidays to everyone as we look forward
to 2019 with new blood
and a new excitement
for education and learn-
ing.
Fondly,
SM 8 il
Scott M. Schmidt, B
CFSP, D-ABMDI
President
NYSACCME




Spring 2019 Conference
March 15 - 17

The Otesaga Resort Hotel  Cooperstown, NY
CONFERENCE HOSTS: Capital District Coroners & Rensselaer County Medical Examiner

Topics in Toxicology and Drug Abuse with a Few Diversions

The Spring 2019 Conference scheduled in Cooperstown, NY, on Mardv1%ill be held at the histori-

cal Otesaga Hotel in the central part of our state. The primary theme of the conference will involve
and toxicology issues with a few diversions into other topics. The conference will start with a generg
presentation by members of the pharmacy department with Albany Medical Center. There will be twg
tures providing an introduction to many of the drugs encountered in our work as coroners and medic:
aminers. There will be a lecture describing the categories of psychotropic medications commonly e
tered at the scene including a brief discussion of their mode of actions, usage and possible adverse
The second of the series in pharmacology will deal with the possibility of adverse interactions bet
both over the counter and prescribed medications and possible consequences for our investigations

ners and medical examiners. From the more modern medications we will also examine the older t

drugs that could be associated with the classic forms of poisonings such as arsenic, cyanide and str
The series will continue with a lecture on dangers of toxic gases as related to death investigation.

also hear from a local physician & emergency room director who will provide insights into the emergg

and clinical aspects of drug overdose patients. A very accomplished Canadian pathologist will prov
teresting divergence with a description of a famous honour killing case from the Province of Ontarig
then continue back on the topic of drug related issues by describing diseases associated with the &
drugs such as hepatitis and other infections. The eminent Dr. Callery will lecture on his experiences
selected drug related cases and later for the evening session provide some insight into risk manage
it pertains to coroners and medical examiners. Our next series of lectures will focus on the patholg
ethylene glycol and the toxic alcohols and the last of the series will deal with the toxic effects of et
including diving into more subtle but potentially lethal effects on the central nervous system, gastroint
nal system and cardiovascular system.

Directions to The Otesaga Cooperstown

From the west (Buffalo/Syracuse): Take Exit 30 off the New York
State Thruway (I-90) at Herkimer and take Route 28 South to Coopers-
town. After entering the village, turn left onto Chestnut Street. Follow :
Chestnut Street through the stoplight to Lake Street. Turn left onto
Lake Street. The Hotel is located on the right overlooking Lake Otsego.

From the east (Albany): Take the New York State Thruway (I-90) to

Exit 25A and 1-88 to Duanesburg (5 miles), Exit 24 then Route 20 West

to Route 80 South to Cooperstown. After entering the village, The Otesaga is on the left, just past The Golf
Course on Lake Street.

From the south (Binghamton/Oneonta): Take 1-88 to Oneonta, Exit 17 to Route 28 North to Cooperstown.
After entering the village follow Chestnut Street through the stoplight to Lake Street. Turn left onto Lake
Street. The Hotel is located on the right overlooking Lake Otsego.

From the south (NYC): Take the New York State Thruway (I-87) north. At Albany, continue on New York
State Thruway (I-90 West) to Exit 25A (I-88 Binghamton) to Exit 24 (Duanesburg). Follow Route 20 West to
Route 80 South to Cooperstown. After entering the village, The Otesaga is on the left, just past The Golf
Course on Lake Street.
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NYSACCME MEMBERSHIP

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME?

u Reduction in Conference Registration Fees

u Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation

u Creditability when involved in court cases

u Endless networking opportunities with colleagues and other professionals

u Learn from top-flight speakers presenting cutting edge topics and techniques

u A resource for questions and information regarding every day cases to that complex one of a kind
case that leaves you grasping for straws

u The opportunity to raise awareness in your own community by gaining knowledge and technique
that can be passed on to others who don’t know

u To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences

u Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,
Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys

OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO:

u Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies

u Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with
NYSACCME

u Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences

u Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medi-
cal Examiners

u Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers

u Retired/Emeritus (former members, no longer in office due to retirement)

u Students

Membership is effective from January to December. Yearly membership dues are made pa

to NYSACCME. Applications are available on our websitgrysaccme.org

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission and Goals of the  State of NY, as well as County strive to assist with the writing
NYSACCME are to assist in and Local governments for the of new laws and/or changing of
advancement of Forensic Sci- death investigators. By organiz-  old laws by maintaining liaison
— : ence and its application to ing Coroners and Medical Ex- with legislative bodies, represen-
: — death investigation by providing aminers throughout the State, tatives, and the State DOH. We
p— — education to those who interact we support promulgation of are ACTIVISTS for Forensic
— during a death investigation. standards for death investiga- Science.
o We strive for the improvement  tion. We hope to maintain a
| of quality in death investiga- / greater quality of death investi-
tions in NY State and the ad- gation by accrediting our mem-
vancement of support by the bership via training, and we
Volume I, Issue 22 Winter 2019 Page |1
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BOARD MEMBER & OFFICER ELECTIONS IN 2019

With 1st VP and long-time Chautauqua Coroner/NYSACCME Founding Member Warren Riles and At-Large
Board Member, Otsego County Coroner Gordon Terry retiring from their positions as County Coroners, our By-
Laws state that they must also vacate their positions on the Board and/or elected office in the Association. As Presi-
dent Schmidt indicated in his message, he has moved Dr. Blanche Borzell from Schuyler County to the position of 1st
VP. He has appointed Dr. Robert Cole from Steuben County to 27d VP. He has appointed Brian May from Steuben
County to fill the remainder of Dr. Col e’ s ter
l and County to fill the -large BoardMedberr of Gor don’ s

The Board of NYSACCME is a special family within a family of NYSACCME members and have always put the
best interest of the organization in the forefront of any issue that has come before it. They are a dynamic group of
individuals who aren’t afraid to share ideas,

something controversial comes up for discussion. The Board meets 4 times a year, once on the Friday preceding each

conference in the Spring and Fall and two othe
If a Board member misses more than two consecutive meetings without giving notice to Susan or the President, they
can be removed from office per the By-L a WS . This has happened twice

an active and an engaged Board.

The aforementioned appointments are to finish out the terms which expire in 2019. An election will be held at the

September Conference to fill those positions for a full term. The special appointments of Board members represent-
ing the Medical Investigators and the Organ Procurement Organizations as well as the Funeral Service Industry will
also be up for appointments or re-appointments.

Should you have a desire to run for an Office or a Board position or be considered for a Special Appointment, please
contact President Schmidt or our Nominating Committee Chairman, Dr. Jack Prindle, Broome County Coroner, and
send them a letter to that effect. In addition, in the letter, please indicate why you want the position and what you

think you can bring to the organization. Please also send an updated-current resume so we can learn something about

you and your current situation.

LOOKING AHEAD TO... Fall 2019 Conference

"THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE ELDERLY"
HOSTED BY: Dutchess County Office of the Medical Examiner

The NYSACCME Fall 2019 Conference will be held on September 20 - 22 at the HYATT house,

previously known as Sierre Suites in Fishkill, NY.
m as [[aThgenmbpegof Maeripaasrages 63 and oldee is tapidly ingreaping rodl ts @r@jectath to mare than M
t er m [Jad®ubk fironA46 million to over 98 million by 2060. Because the likelthood of death and disease
increase with age, the investigation of deaths considered in those considered elderly may not be
as thorough. After attending this conference, attendees will have increased awareness of the of-
@n%ovetlooled ateas'o dear%hgigvestlagantion’ in tfleoaging Ipospt?la%orn.e ”Fopi(?s ?nlclulditnge, gu%/ are ot
elignited goldes neglept/ ahygey substgngegbuge denpepig as pyell g infegtious digeasqayilhbg pre-

sented.
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MarR voergaleddermid jofahforia gréat confeterca wieekend as sve rhtern tw Hishkilg NY.

Counties Urge State Assistance with Skyrocketing

Coroner and Medical Examiner Costs
NYSAC Calls on the State to Reimburse Countie®6%r of Autopsy Costs.

By the end of 2018, counties across the state expect to have spent ovenilthd2bn coroner
and medical examiner services. This is an increase of 7.7% over 2017.

Prior to 2011, county coroners and medical examiners were reimbursed up to 36% with s
aid from Article 6 funding to local health departments. In 2011, the State Budget shifted rei

SUNSHINE FUND

NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund. It is money raised in a special rd

bursement for medical examiners from the NYS Department of Health (NYSDOH) to the NY
Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) and the funding was no longer available.
ffle following tHdVIS IS @ quintessential state mandate. Counties across the state are responsible for admin

dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends. The items which are raffled off are dongted by NY&gca coroner or medical examiner program. These costs used to be eligible for partial state r

CME members in order to raise money for special things. These special things are meant to providg
into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal. The Sunshine Fund is used
donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or someone in their familig

some Sunbhkirgement, but that funding has since gone away, leaving counties to make up the differen
0 send megmidaStephen Acquario, Executive Director of 8¢S Association of Counties (NYSAC)
s. The fund jgutopsy services are triggered when a death is unattended, the result of a car accident,

used to send a fruit basket to someone whoos [been gadtdd ovdtdode, Sristidce’ While thé Stéte &nid counitie§ Bontihld tB battle tHe bpiSIA epide
an unexpected pioleup. The Sunshl_ne Fund is also useel to be a means of a congratt.JIatory.offe.rlng f one of OUtnsts such as autopsy and toxicolo serviceSFaS well as cold body storage have beenl\?n thf
of ami | yo has achieved a milestone or significknt haGRANS Alenice piblider AACTOrLE pairobdists s dkichatdidie pibbibm. M E M

CME. The fund is managed by one of our Special Board Members, Joan Burke representing the Org

tion Community. She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the information we rgceive regardi

the situation at hand. She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need. SHE NEEDS YO
NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need. This is such an important funct
scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organiz

sed on these factors, NYSALurging the Governor and state leaders to include a 50% sta
) to contaci@Rding match for autopsy services as part of the ZIPY state budget.

ion behind thaVhile autopsy costs are a fraction of the net total spent by counties on coroner and medical
htion. PleagBiBer services, state assistance will go a long way toward easing this fiscal burden on counti

member to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund. Perhaps sgmething uniqt@&he opioid epidemic continues to plague our communities. Every level of government nee

to your region, perhaps something which i s un
offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the grea
which has been going on between the membership and Joan. Keep up the good work!

i g u e, towork tdgethdr am this trisis,ton all flohtérdm figst respoifders 2ot I&st respdYrRIOry, esaitl A¢
communicatjapio_
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Coroners Store ONLINE !

We are partnering witAll Star Sports of Owego, NYto offer anonline Coroners Store.

THANKYOU

NMS Labs \ ) The store will be available online from th®thru the 15" of each month. After the store closes on tHBdf5
éfor your sponsorship at our| F a |thfmonsypyogereqiensii bgprerarey gngshipped.

It works like this:
1 Enter in your internet browseNYSACCME.itemorder.conor go to NYSACCME website and click on

SAVE THE DATES Coroners Store (ONLINE)

DO NOT use http:// nor www

Click on any item for details, description and options

. . Simply choose the color, size, quantity and options

Fall 201 f - Sept 20-22 - Fishkill
2 ] 019 Conference - September 20 18 The term: Medical Examiner or another title of your choosing can be substituted for the title: CORONER or
Spring 2020 Conference - March 20-22 - Altmar garments and items. Please specify your choice of wording.

You can order and pay online with a credit card.

SUBJECT TO Spring 2019 Conference - March 15-17 - Cooperstown SUBJECTITO

CHANGE CHANGE

E

The store was developed with a sampling of items which we thought might be of interest to our members. If th

Why Are You a NYSACCME Member? are item(s) that you are interested in, that do not appear in the store, you can contact Joe Sr. at All Star-Sports

Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of as an opportunity to learn a little and hgve a party @@géﬁQZS to check availability and request inclusion.

end on the County nickel. With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going ljy the waysﬁggnf]%rm

many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend hare bgke| passed

electedowwfof f i ce, or have taken the attitude that fot h?han@?oﬂ!n

has cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely grateful to have many genejjous sponsors over

the years to cover coffee breaks, cocktail hours, and hospitality suites. Moreover, we have been so [fortunate f

consummate professionals who lecture FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cuttiLlug edge k ACCREDITATION POLICY

in our field. We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attending BOTH our gonferences &agh accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active mem-

year, and paying for their membership and conference registration ON THEIR OWN. ber i.n good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year. Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational ac-
We continue to attract new members by providiightdectures and educational conferences with the lgtest and || crediration are needed; 36 eredits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses.

most ugo-date information available in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Sdience. Assft nEQLXy three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education.

Bill AS780A passed on August 21, 2017, mandating that newly elected or appointed Coroners take a pasic class P{@-guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be in NY-

viding training in Medicolegal Death Investigation. We remain the only entity in NY State providing ANY| TYPE of §d88a€ME sponsored training courses.

tion in the aforementioned areas. With the new requirement regarding certification of individuals and (pffices by HAME

and/or ABMDI, and with NYSACCME offering CEU credits which are accepted by ABMDI and AAFP, wip expect td|séeglescriptions of the categories listed are as follows:

continued growth in membership.
Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for tifaining for II the

Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal Death Investigators in the County. A membership in [NYSACC E can B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local

accomplish so much and attending at least one conference a year will go far with regards to credibility gnd backgrpund in Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with

any legal proceedings. Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respectivg disciplingllis hard appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board.

to defeat in a courtroom.
Law Enforcement, Fire and EMS personnel, morgue attendants, investigators, physicians, techniciang, OPO engployees

as well as people from the Legal community and anyone and everyone involved with a death investiggtion are efgible to

ber this is a new initiative to try to meet the needs of our members, please give us feedback on what y

like and what Yoi/J do\rllv't(gikr? (s)otthatpwg g:/an (%org)tirr]ue tlo im!:)rov? tneepgloce%s gnnd éh? offeringé q

ne it . )

A - NYSACCME sponsored seminat/program

- Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and
evaluated by the Accreditation Board. This can include college and other
formal course work.

become members of NYSACCME. Perhaps join as ogrjpupdé all owing alternating people from a particful
tend under the 'office membership umbrella’. Cost is the same for individual membership, but the ability to rotate gtaff to SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Dr. Borzell at the address below.
conference is priceless. If you have questions, contact: Blanche A. Borzell, M.D.

In order to be a voting member, you must be a sitting Medical Examiner or Coroner. All other bengfits remaif} the 801 N. Decatur Street  Watkins Glen, NY 14891

email: bborzell@stny.rr.com
same. office: 607 -535-9222  cell: 607-275-7882
FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE: www.nysaccme.otg
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Humble Thanks

On Saturday, October 6, 2018, many people in New York were shocked to hear about a traged
which occurred in Schoharie County. An older model stretch limousine was hired to take a group
of 17 people to a brewery for a birthday party. While traveling to the party, the driver failed to ne-

CONFERENCE
HOSTS
NEEDED

gotiate an intersection and the limousine traveled through the intersection, entered a parking area at Starting in the Spring of 2020, the NYSACCME Educational
a high rate of speed striking two pedestrians and then continued into a stand of trees and brush fi- Conferences will be moving back to Central New York, spe-
nally coming to rest after a spectacular crash. The 17 people in the limo, the driver and the two pe- cifically to the Pulaski area to a relatively new resort property
destrians were all tragically killed. Most of the people killed were from Amsterdam, NY and owned by the Genesee Grande Hotel in Syracuse. The owners
among the dead included many people from the ame fd thd Gengsée iGnrgle ang glling tigpt prbpersy bus have af-s | Th cr
national news and people from across the Country were in shock and mourned with friends and fered us an opportunity to utilize this new property for the ex-
family of all affected by the tragic loss of life. act same terms at today’'s pricfgng.
NYSACCMEGs own Dr. Michael Sikirica and his Jteam hclug Intaddigon, ouhagendanee hogcenteronfeinpcantrat | ci pa i ng
investigation and performing the post mortem examinations on all of the victims. Dr. Sikirica is no location is more often than not, much greater in numbers.
stranger to Mass Fatality incidents as heods een a major player in many of them ffgrom
Crash of Newport, Rl in 1999, to the Tour Boat Capsize in Lake George a few years back and now With that said, for those of you who are continually offering
this tragedy. With great care, respect and professionalism, these victims were identified, examined your ideas on the surveys for topics for conference, NOW IS
and returned to their families within a short period of time. YOUR TIME TO SHINE!! While we have Conference Hosts
The collaborative effort of Law Enforcement, Fire, EMS and Forensic Services came together in lined up and programs in place through the Fall of 2019, we

a Unified Command to handle this incident wit ut moa§etno"fcf‘cg‘;Flyepurséi‘i%&OStsrf8r§ fereoce g it i t i oulpl y .
CME offers our heaifelt thanks to all involved who made this incident manageable and who took the Spring of 2020.  YOU DO NOT have to be a Board

the time to care for the dead, as well as th | i viMe;nbrerrftoo?fsftaori\Zvnlferﬁnce‘ ?%Yidl:dstEMEEllﬁhﬁantbel(ﬁ | 6 s |
know who some of the responders were. To thpgse wh izcﬁigcjeuzéhasalreje azzu\é\gﬁigat\z%ie_teﬁ? o;l'menti ophed
THANK YOU. To the foll owing, a humble THANKJBYOU, Weor.e S0 1pryoHu. ?’ (}/.oyu ‘a’nd your gef -
forts: neéd to do as a Confetence Host is select a tdpic and line up

your speakers. NYSACCME Administrative Assistant Susan
Ernst has put together a Conference Host Handbook which
has all the dos and don’ts as el |
your program together. The information about what we do

Forensic Medical Services: Dr. Michael Sikirica, Susan LaCombe. Albany Medical Center:
Sarah Bourdon, Sandy Marsh. Rensselaer County ME Office: Sarah Haller, Matthew McCoy.
Schoharie County DA Susan Mallery. NYS Police: Inv. Kelly Strack, Inv. Eric Smith, Inv. Dennis

Rounds, Inv. Erin Manns, Inv. Sean Ryan, Inv. Robert Mower, Inv. Brian Kenney, Inv. Michael and don't provide for speakersfis

Colloton, Trooper Travis Kline, Trooper Amanda Puckett, Trooper Rosalie Clark. Warren to worty about negotiating with the hotel for room rates or

County Coroner Terry Comeau as well as countless others in Fire, EMS, bystanders and commu- for meals as Susan takes care of all that minutia. However,

nity members. WE NEED YOU.wyes YOU, to step up ancd
oWe dondét even know how strong we are W 6 wifatGduCidRall conferénee khbuld Begby offofing fo hokk/ d d e

ward. In times of tragedy, of war, of necessity, people do amazing things. The human capacity ) one. Please, if you are serious about wanting to give it a try,

survival and renewal s awesome. 0O /| sabel contact Susan, President Scott or any Board member IMME-

| ' DIATELY as it is never too soon to start planning, Thank [SZ&
(J youin advance for stepping up to the plate.
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HELPFUL INFORMATION REGARDING OUR ROLE IN
ORGAN/TISSUE DONATION & TISSUE RECOVERY

As members of the International Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners
(IAC&ME), NYSACCME periodically receives recommendations and whitepapers on
various topics which affect what we do. Most recently, we receive this paper regarding

information which may be helpful to you when handling a case where you may have con-
cerns regarding donation and harvest of viable organs and tissue. NYSACCME is
proud to have Joan Burke from MTF (Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation) serving
as Special Director representing the Organ Procurement Organizations on our Board of
Directors. Joan along with Michael Garlough from CDT (Center for Donation & Trans-
plant), Susan Hayes-Masa from Rochester/Albany Lions Eye Bank and Jason Bridge
from UNYTS (Upstate New York Transplant Service) have all been long-time members
and supporters of NYSACCME and have played such an important role in educating
our membership at conferences and trainings. There is never such a thing as too much
information especially, in something as important and impactful as organ and tissue do-
nation. Here is the explanation from IAC&ME as to what the paper contains. The link
to the paper follows at the end. Please, take a moment to read through the information

and if you have any questions, |l Om sur e
than happy to answer them for you.
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nize the critical role that death investigators play in donation. Many potential donors are un-
der the jurisdiction of a medical examiner, coroner or forensic pathologist. Lack of standard
procedures, training or practices promoting the preservation of evidence can contribute to
the death investigator decline, or restriction, of donation.

This document has been developed to provide examples of practices which have been suc-
cessfully utilized in tissue and eye donation cases to improve relationships, preserve evidence
and increase the opportunity for donation to take place on cases under investigation.
Through this document, we will review practices and recommendations including; communi-
cation and requesting recovery release, documentation, physical findings, toxicology sample
collection, radiography and more.

These practices are not requirements or standards, but have been developed to inform and
educate the donation community about practices which may mutually serve the donor, do-
nor family and recipient by establishing measures to improve interactions on cases shared by
death investigators and recovery organizations. Here is the link to the paper for your infor-
YIEGA2Y D¢

htps://www.aatb.org/sites/default/files/ME CoronerGuide.pdf
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Fall 2018 Conference in Rock Hill, NY

NYSACCME wants to thank Sullivan County Coroners Mike Speer, Alan Kesten, Albee
Bockman and Elton Harris for putting together such a wonderful conference in Rock
Hill, NY on "The Cyber Side of Death".

The speakers and lectures for the weekend were spot -on and provided a diverse selec-
tion for all to enjoy and learn from. The Ramada was a most excellent venue to hold

the conference and the surrounding area certainly accentuates the beauty of New
York State in the Fall.

Those attending were treated to top  -flight speakers with interesting topics and great
presentation skills. With the exception of some technical difficulties, the weekend
went -off without a hitch. A huge thank you to Steven Ernst along with Albee and
Alan for working the kinks
out of the technical prob-
lems so that we could pro-
vide our lecturers with the
apprapriate laveraiey ta ere-
sent their program.

not t her e, one
ers was the infamous Dr.
Michael Baden, former NYC
Medical Examiner, Director
of the NYS Forensic Labora-
tory and host of the HBO
Series OAutops
was sent to President
Schmidt by one of the sub-
jects, Dr. Richard Callery,
Retired State of Delaware
Chief Medical Examiner fea-
turing, Dr. Callery (who also
presented one of his ac-
claimed lectures), Dr. Baden
and NYSACCME President
Scott Schmidt.

Upon sending this photo, Dr. Callery titled the photo

(in true Callery fashion) oMar
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