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Only the wealthy can make

a significant gift to NYSACCME.

FALSE! Interestingly, the
wealthy are less likely than
others to give. Many of our
supporters are not wealthy,
but are interested in making

a sizeable donation to sup-
port NYSACCME and it’s

efforts in  Medico-Legal
Death Investigation Educa-
tion. But to be practical,
they must maintain their cur-
rent income and cash flow

levels. They want to give,
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but aren’t sure how to give

wisely. A planned gift to

NYSACCME is a wonderful
way to make a difference in
the Educational efforts of
your organization while also
enhancing your own finan-
cial and estate plans. Be-
quests, trusts, gifts of life
insurance, and retirement
assets—these giving vehicles
can benefit you regardless of
your level of wealth. And,
with a planned gift, you will
have the satisfaction of
knowing that you have truly
made a difference in the fu-

Summer 2019

ture of Forensic Science.
Why not remember NYSAC-
CME in your will or estate
planning or with an outright
donation now, to ensure that
your interests in NYSAC-
CME will endure through the
years. Your attorney and/or
financial advisor can help you
with the options available to
you. NYSACCME is a Not-
for-Profit Organization and
your gift is tax deductible.
Thank you.
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Show me the
manner in which
a nation or com-
munity cares for

its dead and I

will measure
with mathemati-

cal exactness
the tender
sympathies of
its people, their
respect for the
law of the land
and their loyalty
to high ideals.

GLADSTONE

NYSACCME

4721 Pine Hill Road
Albion, NY 14411
(585) 589-5410

www.nysaccme.org

nysaccme@
rochester.rr.com

Susan J. Ernst
Administrative
Assistant

President’s Message by Scott M. Schmidt, CFSP
Chief Coroner-Orleans County, New York

This past February, the NYSACCME
family lost one of our own. Our 1st Vice
President, Dr. Blanche Borzell, passed
away on February 9% while coura-
geously fighting a new cancer in her
body. Blanche was a voice of reason
and common sense and would sit qui-
etly and listen to the Board quibble of
issues while she formulated a response
to the issue at hand. When the call for
further comment was made, then she
would quietly speak her peace...more
often than not, persuading the group to
step back, think about the issue, and
move forward in a direction that would
be in the best interest of NYSACCME.
Her opinion was nothing fancy, with-
out much fanfare, but with reason, wis-
dom and practicality. As her niece Hel-
en Franzese said during her eulogy at
Blanche’s Funeral Mass, “She always
did the right thing-morally, ethically,
and with best regard for any individual
under her care.” I'd add, “...individual
or organization under her care.” NY-
SACCME was indeed under her care...
as were all of us. She felt, as I have al-
ways felt that NYSACCME was a special
family which not only cared about each
other, but cared for the reputation and
integrity of Medical Examiners and
Coroners. She coined the phrase, “As
members of NYSACCME, we are advo-
cates for Forensic Science.” As a men-
tor, you could feel the pride she had
when she would bring a Medical Stu-

dent to our Educational Conferences.
She absolutely loved being a Physi-
cian and also loved being a Coroner.
She rarely missed a Board meeting
and rarely was absent at our bi-
annual conferences. She ALWAYS sat
in the first two rows during lecture
and would always be attentive and
ask questions of the presenters. She
was genuinely interested, and genu-
inely cared because she was one of
the most genuine people I have ever
met. As a faithful person, she NEVER
missed Mass on Saturday during con-
ference weekend. She loved her God
and her faith was ever present. One
of the submissions on the obituary
condolence page sums it up nicely.
“Pray not because you need some-
thing, but because you have much to
thank God for.” I thank God for the
friendship of Dr. Blanche Borzell and
for the time I was fortunate enough to
spend with her personally as a friend
and NYSACCME family member, but
also as a professional colleague and
recipient of wis-
dom, strength and
years of practical
experience.
Rest in
Blanche.
Scott M. Schmidt,
CFSP, D-ABMDI
President-
NYSACCME

Peace,
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NYSACCME MEMBERSHIP

The Hudson Vadwheayt ian Stpheec tFasclull ar Si qht ! WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF NYSACCME?
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CONFERENCE HOSTS: Dutchess County c e oPRedyctignén Cofasepcs Registiation Eegsa mi n e r
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"The Good The Bad and The d « P>Accreditation from NYSACCME in Medico-Legal Death Investigation
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The | argest growing segment of society is r the e,cre%t@b'l'%v@enw\@lé{ep'Qcourtcaﬁ%e number of Americans ages
older is rapidly increasing and i s O mor EridlﬁsérPPtWQfKB‘QJomoer't'?SrW'H]ﬁplleﬁgées%q qth@rprgfer§3|orgalg over 98 mil |l
2060 . Long gone are the days when a person fover t hePlg nefromst@ﬂ'@ta?ﬁ’\eak?f%pre%’m'@§qg'm@qgetQp'SS3W599h@'quet§|ed of heart
ease. |l ssues normally associated with the yBbung, i. ?Aregolﬂc’@ for questieng and, infasmation, ragarding gvery day,casgs torthat compglex ong of @ kind s
as well as the expected medical concerns in he agin casgtbatglqaagegMOngfaspmngfsﬂraW§ conference will é)lore
ral andtwoal death investigations and attendles wi I | PIhegppogunityfogajse ayarepess in yaur owp Gpraraupity by gaining kﬁoéj"ledgefan teﬁh@'qu?nedl
colegal issues associated with deaths withinffthis poRdhatéqnpeooﬁsse@®tom@ﬁswhogoﬂtkr@v&use of death determinat:
el derly. To become an advocate for the Forensic Sciences

P Continuing Education Credits for Medico-Legal Death Investigators, Physicians,
Funeral Directors, on occasion Attorneys

Directions to Hyatt House

OUR MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO:
(previously known as Sierre Suites) - (s ; P Elected and appointed County Coroners and appointed Medical Examiners and their deputies
100 Westage Business Center Drive : - sl P Officers and members of organizations where there is significant interaction with
Fishkill, NY 12524 : el & - NYSACCME
. == o e — P Persons who have significantly advanced the causes of forensic sciences
» Sworn law enforcement officers involved in death investigations, and official investigators for Medi-

::_8r4omEatShte we st (BuBf_alSoushr-hdak®3tNYt o US 9 North i Fi shkil!l Calﬁ)?allﬁlﬁersex't 13 from
P Licensed Funeral Directors, Embalmers, Undertakers
From the easTakKeaxl®MWuBE®3t to US 9 North i#®4FiEamski | | Take e x PRetiedEneritysformer members, no longer in office due to retirement)
P Students
From the south (Bi ndglha&kntldhy/ EDnstontta)US 9 North i B84Fi shkill . Take exit 13 from |
East Membership is effective from January to December. Yearly membership dues are made payable
_ to NYSACCME Appllcatlons are available on our website: www.nysaccme.org
From the sobBahi §AdYE€3: I nterstate Parkway North to S 202 East/ East in Highlands. flake NY
9D North, Fi shkil!l Road and US 9 North to your deftinati on.

NYSACCME MISSION STATEMENT

NYSACCME SEEKING MEMBERofAmer i can Academy of Family Physicial

e MiSsion and Goals of the  State of NY, as well as County strive to assist with the writing
Our association is in need of a Physician who belongs to AAFP that would be interested NYSACCME are to assistin ~ and Local governments for the  of new laws and/or changing of
. . . . . d f Forensic Sci-  death investigators. By iz~ old laws by maintaining liai
in taking on a special role in NYSACCME as the Coordinator of AAFP CEUs that we of- — — advancement of TORESIC ez death INVESHgators. By organiz- - 0%¢ [aws by maintaining aison
ence and its application to ing Coroners and Medical Ex- with legislative bodies, repre-
fer at our Sprlng and Fall Conferences. A Complete schedule of presentel’s and topiC de- — — death investigation by providing aminers throughout the State, sentatives, and the State DOH.
.. ; ; . . . p— — education to those who interact we support promulgation of We are ACTIVISTS for Foren-
scriptions are provided that need to be submitted to AAFP for their application process — — during a death investigation. standards for death investiga-  sic Science.
to approve our AAFP Prescribed Credits. This process takes place in April for the Fall Mo~ We strive for the improvement  tion. We hope to maintain a
. . g of quality in death investiga- - greater quality of death investi-
Conference and October for the Spring Conference. If interested, please contact the NY- tions in NY State and the ad-  gation by accrediting our mem-
SACCME Office, nysaccme@rochester.rr.com or Scott Schmidt, President, vancement of support by the  bership via training, and we

sschmidt6278@yahoo.com.
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BOARD MEMBER & OFFICER ELECTIONS

An election will be held at the Fall 2019 Conference at the Business Meeting on Saturday, September 21st to fill
Board of Directors (4-yr term) and Officers (2-yr term) position. The Special Appointments (2-yr term) of Board
members representing the Medical Investigators and the Organ Procurement Organizations as well as the Funeral

LOOKI NG AHEA®SpTOng 2020
AWATER RECREATI ON I NJURIES AND DEAT|HS
Oswego County Coroneros Office
NYSACCME Spring 2020 Conf2&r ertcd hwei Irlushe c

t mar , NY.

Conf erence

HOSTED BY:
The
Al

Service Industry will also be up for appointments or re-appointments. Candidate must be a sitting elected or appoint- Presented in the _C O_n ference will be va r_ fousfto
ed Coroner or Medical Examiner and an active member of NYSACCME for a minimum of one (1) year. sports, some traditional and some downright re
wi || be recruited as well to give you a tot ol |l
The Board meets four (4) times a year, once on the Friday preceding each conference in the Spring and Fall and two ployed in remote areas of Upstate New Yor k. e
other times in January and June at the Onondaga County Medical Examiner’s Office in Syracuse. mon sense will be addressed, from environmenj al
cal home | aboratories. Cabot Stone, an nt efr n;
The Board of NYSACCME is a special family within a family of NYSACCME members and have always put the best some of the | ocal hazards presented by r
p y y ys p
interest of the organization in the forefront of any issue that has come before it. They are a dynamic group of indi- mammal s carrying rabies.
viduals who aren’t afraid to share ideas, to suggest new things, and to disagree politely and professionally when some- Pl ease mark you calendar for this conferencelan
thing controversial comes up for discussion. If a Board member misses more than two (2) consecutive meetings of the instruction wil/ be outsi de.
without giving notice to Susan or the President, they can be removed from office per the By-Laws. This has hap-
pened twice during President Schmidt’s tenure as he wants an active and an engaged Board.
Should you have a desire to run for a Board position, please send a letter indicating why you seek the position and
what you think you can bring to the organization. Include a current resume so we can learn something about you and ATT E N TI 0 N N EW c 0 RO N E R S
your current situation. Mail to Dr. Jack Prindle, Nominating Committee Chairman, 207 Joyner Road, Glen Aubrey,
NY 13777 SAVE THE DATE
If you are interested in a Special Appointment representing the Medical Investigators, Organ Procurement Organiza- c 0 R 0 N E R 1 0 1
tions or Funeral Service Industry, please send a letter with the same information as listed above to Scott Schmidt,
President, 4721 Pine Hill Road, Albion, NY 14411, s t
aturday, FEBRUARY 8, 2020
? ?
SUNSHINE FUND Location TBA
NYSACCME has a special pool of money called the Sunshine Fund. It is money raised in a special rdffle follow|pg the S racuse N ew York
dinner meeting on Saturday night of Conference weekends. The items which are raffled off are dongted by N AC- y /
CME members in order to raise money for special things. These special things are meant to providg|some Sulfjshine . - .
into the lives of our members when circumstances are less than normal. The Sunshine Fund is used fo send | morial AS Of AugUSt 2017/ Tral ni ng Bl ” A5780A we nt
donations to various charities when a death occurs to one of our members or someone in their familigs. The f H E H7H It IC \,( H gelg
use O sen a rui aske O someone whoos een(li : ge , e r [ a enjl i
i G 8 fruit basker 1 noos o [ inkq eftect kequiripg newly, elected [/ appainted, 4. ] i
an unexpected em:ieup. The Sunshl_ne Fund is also useel to be a means of a congratt.JIatory.offerllng [ one of offr C,Oroners 1%0 pgl‘tICIpate In m%ndat()r! edd Ucatl()n
6familyd has achieved a milestone or significant happepln . The unshine Fun I's use for AL E MI
CME. The fu_nd is managed by one of our Special Board Membe_rs_, Joan Burke representing_ the Org 1n/Tissue o_na- N IV(fed |C0|ega| Death InveStlgatl()n.
tion Community. She arranges for whatever to be sent to the recipient based on the information we receive reggrding . . . . .
the situation at hand. She cannot do her job unless we know about people in need. SHE NEEDS YOU to contaft any IVl ore |nf0|‘mat|0n WI I I be aval Iable IN the
NYSACCME Officer, Director or Susan Ernst to alert us to the need. This is such an important functjon behindjthe ..
scenes and is one of the special ways in which NYSACCME is more like a family than just an organization. Plegse re- HEXt Ed |t|0n Of The POSt,
member to bring something to raffle off to the Conference to help with the Sunshine Fund. Perhaps sgmething ufi
to your region, perhaps something which is unlique)] p_eS!PaREADihEaWQl‘dttOcErOtuntycwlanagﬂ\leSSve ad
offerings at the last few conferences and our fund activity has also increased because of the greaj communigation
which has been going on between the membership and Joan. Keep up the good work! and N EW c oroners

Volume I, Issue 23 Summer 2019 Page 10

Summer 2019

Volume |, Issue 23




THANK YOU Coroners Store ONLINE !
We are partAddr iStarwiStplort soobf ®Owleifmen o N¥r s Stor e.
NMS Labs The store will be avVahrabfeomrBichembnom.thafter t
, 15%f the month your ordered items will be prepare
M for your sponsorship at our Conference
't works | ike this:
T Enter in your NWBEACEGME. bt em@wedgrn. coamNYSACCME we
SAVE THE DATES on Coroners Store (ONLI NE)
Fall 2019 Conference - September 20-22 - Fishkill T-DO NOT use http:// mnmor www
T Browse through the items
SUBJECT TO SUBJECTTO T Click on any item for details, description and
CHANGE Coroner 101 2020 - February 8 - Syracuse cHAneE 9 Simply choose the color, size, quantity and opt
) T The term: Medical Examiner or another title of
Spring 2020 Conference - March 20-22 - Altmar CORONER on garments and items. Please specify vy
You can order and pay online with a credit card
The store was developed with a sampling of items
Why Are You a NYSACCME Member? ber s. I f there are item(s) that you are intereste
Back in the day, membership in NYSACCME was thought of as an opportunity to learn a little and h veaparty%éek- at Al l S840 28p arot < hee@wk availability and requ
end on the County nickel. With County budgets tightening and complimentary training weekend going ytheways'tgefor : . . . .
: : . . eémember this is a new initiative to try to meet
many Counties across the State, the members who came for a paid vacation weekend hanelstdree ed at ou |like and .what ou don' like so that w
edowofof fi ce, or have taken the attitude that i ffl the ntyyyov\bo,nc”)t pay for ity, t hey dtonot need it. N Y

cut back on expenditures to tighten its budget and has been extremely grateful to have many generous
years to cover coffee breaks, cocktail hours, and hospitality suites. Moreover, we have been so fortupate to ha
summate professionals who lecture FOR FREE because they know the value of important and cutting f[edge kno
our field. We have many members who remain vigilant with their training, most attending BOTH our cr

year, and paying for their membership and conference registration ON THEIR OWN.

We continue to attract new members by providimghtdectures and educational conferences with the Igtest and

most ugo-date information available in the areas of Medicolegal Death Investigation and Forensic Scjence. Assg

Bill A5780A passed on August 21, 2017, mandating that newly elected or appointed Coroners takg a basic
providing training in Medicolegal Death Investigation. We remain the only entity in NY State providi]E

NAME and/or ABMDI, and with NYSACCME offering CEU credits which are accepted by ABMDI and
to see a continued growth in membership.

Please suggest to your County Leaders, that they include money in their respective budgets for tifaining for F

Coroners, Medical Examiners and Medicolegal Death Investigators in the County. A membership in [NYSACC
accomplish so much and attending at least one conference a year will go far with regards to credibility g§nd backg
any legal proceedings. Knowledge is power, but knowledge and continuing education in your respectivg discipli
to defeat in a courtroom.

Law Enforcement, Fire and EMS personnel, morgue attendants, investigators, physicians, techniciar
as well as people from the Legal community and anyone and everyone involved with a death investiga
become members of NYSACCME. Perhaps join as
tend under the 'office membership umbrella’. Cost is the same for individual membership, but the ability
conference is priceless.

In order to be a voting member, you must be a sitting Medical Examiner or Coroner. All other ben
same.

5, OPO e
tion are e
ogr

bfits remai
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eh n k
sponsors over the

onferencef

to rotate §

ACCREDITATION POLICY

éaighl accreditation requires that each coroner/medical examiner has been in office for at least one year and an active mem-
ber in good standing of NYSACCME for at least one year. Upon that one (1) year of service, 54 credits of educational ac-
creditation are needed; 36 credits to be from NYSACCME sponsored training courses.

nEQLXy three (3) years to be reaccredited, the coroner/medical examiner needs a total of 36 credits in continuing education.
lags guarantee that this training has some responsiveness to the needs of New York State at least 18 credits must be in NY-
BAECME sponsored training courses.

A - NYSACCME sponsored seminat/program

|
E can
pund in

B - Credit is given to sponsors from organizations, i.e. AMA, AOA, Local
Government, criminal justice training courses, or other courses with
appropriate forensic thrust as determined by the Accreditation Board.

- Credit comes from training in any formal mechanism as approved and
evaluated by the Accreditation Board. This can include college and other

formal course work. ) ]
all owing alternating people from a particjul

SEND ALL NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES to Robert F. Waltman at the address below.
If you have questions, contact: Robert F. Waltman
P.O. Box 24 Dansville, NY 14437-0247

aff to

the

email: quincy980@AOL.com
cell: (585) 738-3388
FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NYSACCME WEBSITE: www.nysaccme.otrg

Volume I, Issue 23 Summer 2019 Page 9



Dr . Bl anche Borzell

1945019
How Sweat From the Dead Can Help
Wat ki nsDrGl el anche Borzel of Watkins Glen, the first
female Family Practice PhysiciatdPeapSehayeedyiCotantyer pagseed. We need all the toc
away at Schuyler Hospital on Fel 9. She was born in
Wi | Basr e, PA on October 14, 194 moved to
Al pine, then Watkins Glen where high school . Thi s
was foll owed by Cornell Uni ver si d Upstate Medical
Center (M.D.). After a residenc’ ledi cine, she
opened her practice in Watkins | ar would have
mar ked 43 years of serving the e was also a cor -
oner for the county for over 30 years, serving as Chief Coroner ™ e

for over 20 of them. Additionall.y, §aggchwlacg< on the Board of Di -
rectors and 1st Vice President GdrrespDNdSnQ\CCME a Diplomat of

the American Board of Family Medlcf?rne a Clinical Associ -
_ Y Beast/_Getty
ate Professor in the Department of Faml y Medicine at Upstate
Medical University. But, most i wPope ¢harieskiegslinghadaproblgmoplyghandsy s a pe -
| oved wife, mother and grandmother. He needed to determine the cause of death for a flood of opioid overdoses in his rural county in Ly-
coming, Pennsylvaniadbut he di dnét have the resources for e
She is s_ur vived by_ her husband, Jim Robertson; chi IéioKlessllhgturnedatoaneworaﬁswabo‘?echnoﬁ:’ogydevéloped bySteéEusmn)Laborgtones afolefisic RO
grand children, Ali and James Agha, and Ryl ey, Mai s|apdratéryblsedim Modseed, PA. RHe RevtebhPdboBy:solves adwigplrf pfoblemtct dorodeA:merfhd 0) |
and Angeline (Christopher) Franzese; her godchil dr ellesanpesurae, costefieptiyenand quigkgvaydondetermsineiif iedeathrwasndpedasaediug ayatdg@se ert h e
and nephews, Frank Fraboni, Kathy McBride and Cindysorﬁeio@ergags;e,alp\glqggerrf\tp|nv§§tlg£t'qr§tﬂ%rlorlgzle@elrmyleatlpagon%ranzese; and .
and Neil Pitcairn, as well as many cousins i n Penn spPBribrvoahe ord testinythe difcavwolldhave to watidnth ferttoxicblbgy egultsf r i end, EI | e
She was predeceased by her parents, Joseph and Bl anche (Karpovich) Borzel .
AThis technolody has saved us thousands of doll ar

A special thanks and appreciation to the Staff of SkihasydleirngHolkpd tladerf ogearhehirng xfcaern |waxs atnad mMampas sk
400 cases annually. In 2017, there were 38 deaths from opioid overdoses, and in 2018, there were 27

_ ] deaths. If Kiessling had to process a full-blown autopsy for each overdose, it would siphon money and
Relatives and friends are invited7tpmcatl| Vedd#edae dyhd o bthe?iRvBstigations thd difice néeBskPconipletd. M

ner al Ho me, 122 N. Genesee St., Mont our Falls. A Mass of Christian Burlal wi || be offered on Thursd

ary 14, 2019 at 11: 00 am at St. Mary's of the Lake Iaskeadofo%derlng e%x?pe\lnm tox_l csqlog at S S gr?'ngB ”Oa’P
_ ton Swab Similar to |ess [ ‘co | S oral

Holy Cross Cemetery. In Iieu of flowers, Contf'bUt'tﬁe“sﬁlabm‘sﬁd)éadbllectlcﬁﬁ@éin@ewithrhtubeea{ndslé‘rﬁdéﬂthfamloba@aldnd‘\Aﬁthtl%Ccﬁ‘aMbeu%tbdyHe'

dation, 220 Steuben Street, Montour Falls, NY 1486 5totherSteel FusianJagoraforye f ami |y a message of condolence, oI

"Candl e of Remembhbwewnecelldephrdseowvit Suher al home. com
Publ i sh&dzien t 8180 1Beb.

Within 48 hours and for about $300 dollars, the lab measures the levels of drugs in the system, allow-
ing a coroner to determine a cause of death.
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|l t6s not a totally new technol ogy.

Scientists at Intelligent Fingerprinting, a Cambridge -based drug detection company, coordinated with

three British counties participating i n abapeddragt
technology worked.
Their premise: to use drops of sweat from

systems. The coroners could legally perform the simple and inexpensive test without having to spend
the time and funds to go through their court system and file for an inquest. If there was a positive drug
result, the coroner could then embark on further investigation.

The technigue caught on after the investigations into the British serial killer Dr. Harold Shipman in the
late 1990s. Shipman was using opioids to kill his elderly patients and then signing a death certificate
saying they had died natural deaths. After he was found guilty of murdering 215 people, coroners need-
ed easily accessible tools to investigate suspicious deaths. In 2017, 85,552 poshortem examinations
were ordered by coroners in the United Kingdom, and missed opportunities in overworked coroner of-
fices can be common.

Chemist David Russell, a professor at the University of East Anglia, first developed the technology after

years of research into detecting drugs in fingerprint samples. By using drops of sweat collected from the
fingers of cadavers, coroners can determine if there is a positive result for four drugs: cannabis, cocaine,
opiates, and amphetamines.

Once drops of sweat, which are invisible to the naked eye, are collected from the fingerprints, the mois-
ture, often less than a pinhead, is pressed onto a plastic cartridge about the size of a credit card which is
then sealed withatamper-e vi dent cover that canodot be
er the size of a desktop telephone and within 10 minutes the results appear. Each cartridge costs ap-
proximately $15 and drug results from 75 cadavers tested by the three coroner offices were more than
93-percent accurate, according to a 2018study in the Journal of Analytical Toxicology .

reopened.

Alternatively, he can direct his attention to unusual death findings.

Previously, coroners from Kiesslingbs office woul
p r o gastermPennsgylvaia, the alosest foeensic facility,lwkereran autopsypcanrbg pergormedy e a t
Alt costs more than $2, 000 per autopsy, o0 Kiesslir

cadaver s 015 milegtethedorense pathelagistitorhave the autdpsydompletes]. Thiereqeiresfableast dne of my t h e |

staff along with | aw enforcement officers to be c

Each forensic autopsy includes a forensic pathologist, autopsy assistant, law enforcement photogra-
pher, criminal investigator, and the coroner.

Kiessling is at the forefront of coroners utilizing technological innovations to conduct death investiga-
tionsd in particular drug overdosesd bypassing costly autopsies or formal inquests, which can be ham-
pered by a thicket of rules and regulations.

Of the 2.6 million annual deaths in the United States, medical examiners and coronersinvestigate
500,000 violent deaths in 2,400 jurisdictions, the National Science and Technology Council found in a
2016 report. While the number of opioid overdoses have risen in the United States, in March 2019 the
CDCreleased a reportshowing fentanyl deaths soaring, the professionals investigating these deaths
have not.

At best the country had half the number of forensic pathologists needed when the opioid crisis hit, ac-
cording to medical examiner Jonathan L. Arden, president of the National Association of Medical Ex-
aminers.

d_struggl I N
0t process

THd tcadst Modge UiSd

plc®EOMer st ®fdice
drug overd es they c a

simply

Not only are coroners overwhelmed by the onslaught of decedents, they're not sure how to handle these
concerns.

AKi esslin collects oral fluid fro h d e |
J | | Frihes pot ?u%ft ‘f ?a?‘ E%?%‘ﬁ‘é?% 'ES‘
seals the swab inside a collection g bk ¢ e \é{t a S5ends;
Within 48 hours and for about $3 OOed I arC > : cor | n e e
. %lmp%/ can q proacrbsds q‘l
N _ mi .ne a Qause o f deat h. 0 Jonat han L. Ar den, Nati onal ASSOCIatiO
AiUs Ing this early information can help coroners 0 dwtﬁhmféﬁthﬁyDEpémﬂar@cﬁaﬁéogsﬁobtﬁa@dm@b&lggbpre\ﬁalbrﬂﬁrstldé$pd)nbersa|r’¢tladeSS
these deaths, o0 Dr. Paul Yates, the medical direct or indceroners, aré putal riskavheh tomihg iMokéntadt With thd rénfai@ls of sbneebné whb wemaProi | y
) R know had_overdo_se_d on these drugs, 0 Essex County
I n Steel Fusion0s case, coroners from throughout Pepgdgadenayni a participated in a controlled study
demonstrating that in the 34 cadavers tested, 32 had detectable drugs found within their oral fluid.
. _ . ) ARA quick screen_from a fingertip ma hel p.  reduce
ifnPeople are dying everywhere, o said Kiessling, who has seen cases into his office double during the
years heds been coroner. fAWe need all the tools Tha Bonflitte HoweOer, is making sure that oral fluids or sweat from a cadaver can properly ascertain the
o ) ) correct drug test results. Critics contend that while new technology can be beneficial using any other
Steel Fusion is the only laboratory in the U.S. to collect oral fluid from decedents. They developed the route besides an autopsy can provide misleading information, possibly overlooking other causes of
methodology and started distributing the kits in 2016, with Columbiana County, Ohio, the first to sign death or a wrongful determination.
on, fAWe are saving taxpayers thousands of dollars while helping coroners solve cases, 0 said | ab supe
sor Autumn Miller. iAre we missing anything by using this ted&butwel ogy
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are doing best we can on our budget. 0
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